
 

JOE DAWSON FUNERAL DIRECTORS  

25 EAST CATHCART STREET, BUCKIE, AB56 1PJ 
 

 

 
We are privileged to offer for sale Joe Dawson Funeral Directors, this is a unique opportunity to 

purchase this established and highly respected business.  An independent family-owned Funeral 

Directors like this doesn't come to the market often and is only available due to the current owners 

wish to retire for health reasons. 

Located in the coastal town of Buckie in the North East of Scotland, about half way between 

Inverness and Aberdeen, the sale provides an opportunity for someone local, someone from out 

with the area or someone already working in the funeral services industry to engage in a highly 

rewarding profession and to enjoy a more relaxed pace of life. 

 

www.stewartwatson.co.uk 



 

 

JOE DAWSON FUNERAL DIRECTORS, 25 EAST CATHCART STREET, BUCKIE, AB56 1PJ 

 
THE BUSINESS 

Joe Dawson Funeral Directors has been run 

successfully since 2011 when Joe Dawson himself 

retired by the current proprietors, a local couple.  

During their ownership, they have seen the business 

grow and develop and now average 110-120 funerals 

per year. The couple provide a caring, compassionate 

and professional service, tailoring each service entirely 

to the individuals personal requirements, which they 

believe has been the key to their success.   

The sale will include the business, the freehold 

property, a modern vehicle fleet, all the fixtures and 

fittings, funeral equipment, IT equipment, website and 

social media platforms.  The business currently has 

around 300 funeral plans representing considerable 

future business and these are included in the sale.  

Along with the couple, who actively work in the 

business, there is 1 full time employee who is an 

experienced embalmer, funeral assistant and has 

experience in all areas of the business including the out 

of hours provision.  There are also 3 part time 

employees.  It is understood that the 4 employees 

would be keen to carry on if required.  The owners, 

although keen to retire, are willing to assist with any 

training and provide support options if required by a 

buyer to ensure a smooth transition, they would also 

consider availability going forward to assist where 

necessary.  The business is a member of both main 

trade bodies, the NAFD and SAIF being fully 

compliant with their codes of practice. 

 
 

BUSINESS PREMISES 

The business premises are situated in a central location 

of the town.  The original property was purchased in 

2014, with the owners adding a modern purpose built 

extension with access from the car park creating a 

reception area where small services for up to 30 

attendees may be held, 2 restrooms, an office, kitchen 

area and toilet facilities.

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

With separate access from the car park and attached to 

the extension is the garage and storage area which 

includes an embalming and preparation room with full 

facilities, extraction fans, storage and electric powered 

bariatric electric roof hoist.  Next to this is an area with 

toilet and workshop which leads into the vehicle 

storage area with a large electric roller door and ample 

space for the hearse, family car, daily use vehicle and 

the private ambulance.  With plentiful storage 

cupboards and worktops, there is a 4 berth fridge 

alongside ample storage space for stock and a 

mezzanine area providing further storage.  Outside is 

a large car parking area and an area to display 

headstones providing an additional revenue 

opportunity in conjunction with a monumental mason.   

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

VEHICLES 

The fleet consists of a 2013 Wilcox Vauxhall Insignia 

Hearse, a 2013 Land Rover Discovery 7 seat used as a 

limousine/family car along with a 2017 all-wheel drive 

Ford Galaxy private ambulance.  There is also a 2016 

Volkswagen Golf run-around vehicle.  All are fully 

maintained and have low mileage. 

 
 

 



 

 

LOCAL AREA 

Buckie is a coastal town at the top of Spey Valley, 

which is home to many of Scotlands world famous 

malt whiskies.  The town has a population of around 

9,000 and has 3 nursery schools, 3 primary schools and 

a secondary school which also serves the nearby 

villages.  There are numerous leisure pursuits close by 

including challenging links golf courses, 2 bowling 

clubs within the town, tennis courts, cricket club, 

watersports, parks, swimming pool with sauna and 

steam room, leisure centre and gym.   Train stations 

are available at Keith and Elgin with airports being at 

Aberdeen and Inverness.  The area offers a variety of 

scenic walks and cycle paths with Buckie being the 

start/finishing point of The Speyside Way. Buckie is 

approximately a 1-hour drive from the Cairngorm 

National Park with its many activities to suit all ages.  

Our stunning coastal scenery with quaint fishing 

villages regularly provides sightings of the Northern 

Lights, bottle-nose dolphins and beautiful sunsets.  

Varied farming, forestry, hills and mountains provide 

a stunning backdrop to everyday life.   
 

SERVICES  

Mains water, electric and drainage.  

Internet access is by 300Mb full fibre following recent 

upgrades to the local exchange.  There is a substantial 

IT investment currently allowing remote access, cloud 

backup and internet based telephony. 
 

ITEMS INCLUDED 

The sale will include the business, the freehold 

property, vehicle fleet, all the fixtures and fittings, 

funeral equipment, IT equipment, funeral plans, 

website and social media platforms.  
 

PRICE 

Offers Over £550,000 are expected for the business 

and premises, the vehicle fleet, goodwill, funeral 

plans, telephone numbers, all the fixtures and fittings, 

funeral equipment, IT equipment, website and social 

media platforms.  The owners may consider a lease 

option for the premises if offers of over £350,000 were 

made for the business.  Stock at date of sale will be 

available at cost price.  The business generates good 

profits year on year and has been priced much lower 

than industry standards. 
 

Accounts 

Accounts can be made available to interested parties, only 

on the written request of their solicitor or accountant. 
 

Rateable Value 

Rateable value is £12,250, this currently falls below the 

Scottish small business rates threshold. 
 

EPC Banding       

EPC=C 
 

Viewing 

By contacting the owners directly on 01542 831288. 
 

Email  

accounts@joe-dawson.co.uk    

 

Reference    Buckie/CF 
 

 

 

 

 

These particulars do not constitute any part of an offer or contract.  All statements contained therein, while believed to be correct, are not guaranteed.  All measurements are 

approximate.  Intending purchasers or leasees must satisfy themselves by inspection or otherwise, as to the accuracy of each of the statements contained in these particulars. 

The Property Shop, 2 Main Street, Turriff AB53 4AD (01888) 563777  38 Broad Street, Fraserburgh, AB43 9AH  (01346) 514443 

59 High Street, Turriff AB53 4EL  (01888) 563773  21 Market Square, Oldmeldrum AB51 0AA  (01651) 872314 

65 High Street, Banff AB45 1AN   (01261) 818883  4 North Street, Mintlaw, AB42 5HH  (01771) 622338 
42/44 East Church Street, Buckie AB56 1AB (01542) 833255  25 Grant Street, Cullen, AB56 4RS  Mon-Fri 1pm-4pm(01542) 840408 

35 Queen Street, Peterhead AB42 1TP  (01779) 476351  17-19 Duke Street, Huntly, AB54 8DL  (01466) 792331 

mailto:accounts@joe-dawson.co.uk

